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RAD  
 According to the DSM, the core feature of RAD is severely inappropriate 

social relating that begins before age 5 years.  The style of social relating among 

children with RAD typically occurs in one of two extremes: (a) indiscriminate and 

excessive attempts to receive comfort and affection from any available adult, even 

relative strangers (older children and adolescents may also aim attempts at peers) 

or (b) extreme reluctance to initiate or accept comfort and affection, even from 

familiar adults and especially when distressed (APA, 1994).  RAD is one of the 
least researched and most poorly understood disorders in the DSM.  There is 

very little systematically gathered epidemiologic information on RAD.  In its ab-

sence, much of what is believed about RAD is based on theory, clinical anecdotes, 

case studies, and extrapolated from laboratory research on humans and animals.  

Similarly, the course of RAD is not well established.  Long-term longitudinal data 

on the outcomes of children diagnosed with RAD have not been gathered 

(Hanson& Spratt, 2000). 

 It appears difficult to diagnose RAD accurately.  No generally accepted 

standardized tools for assessing RAD exist, and several interview procedures in 

the literature misdiagnose inappropriately high numbers of children as having 

RAD who, in fact, appear to have only mild to moderate symptoms (OõConnor, 

Rutter, Beckett, Keaveney, & Dreppner,2000).  In addition, several other disor-

ders share substantial symptom overlap with RAD and, consequently, are often 

comorbid with or confused with RAD.  For example, disorders such as conduct 

disorder, oppositional defiant disorder, and some of the anxiety disorders, includ-

ing posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD) and social phobia, all share some fea-

tures with RAD.  Symptom overlap can lead to a failure to diagnose RAD cor-

rectly when it is present, and to over diagnose RAD  when it is not present.  

 RAD also is distinct from, but may be confused with, several other neuro-

psychiatric disorders involving severe and pervasive problems with social related-

ness, such as autism spectrum disorders, pervasive developmental disorder, child-

hood schizophrenia, and some genetic syndromes.  In addition, some children 

simply have temperamental dispositions toward either rapid social engagement on 

one hand or shyness and social avoidance on the other, and neither of these nor-

mal variants in social behavior should be confused with an attachment disorder. 

Some children simply learn odd social habits because of living in institutions or 

other unnatural environments, and these behaviors may mimic psychiatric disor-

ders.  Because of these diagnostic complexities, careful diagnostic evaluation by a 

trained mental health expert with particular expertise in differential diagnosis is a 

must (Hanson & Spratt, 2000:Wilson, 2001).   
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Thank you for Your Donation and Support!  

Events and 

 Trainings  

 

 

Special thanks to 

Richard Howes for donating 

his time helping us with our 

web site. 

Karen Howes for   donating 

5% of her sales from the       

Pampered Chef    Fundraiser. 

 

And thanks to all the Board 

Members and  volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Grants  

Donations  

Gottstein Foundation               

Larry & Wilma Carr              

Wells Fargoð Wasilla              

Totem Ocean Trailer Express, Inc  

Alaska Railroad                       

Fred Meyer (Wasilla)               

First National Bank,( Wasilla)

Larry Tallman ****                 

Animal Food Warehouse         

Toni & Suzanne Schmidt          

Mat-Su Health Foundation     

James & Janet Faiks                   

Jim Wardman             

Matanuska Valley Chapter 14 Or-

der of Eastern Star 

Hattenburg Dilley & Linnel, LLC 

The UPS Store, Palmer 

Donations  

Hall quality Homes 

Lee realty. LLC 

Bernadine Janzen                    

Mellissa Jessup 

Wasilla Physical Therapy 

D.J. Excavation & Development** 

Giveline 

Eleanor F. Oakley**** 

Combs Insurance Agency, Inc** 

Life Family Chiropractic, LLC** 

Kaye Zwiacher 

In honor of TJ 

Pampered Chef (Karen Howes)        

Bingo Mania  

AK Center for Resource Families 

Mat-Su Health foundation :     

Discretionary Grant:              

Andy Reimer &                 

Larry Tallman 

Gorilla Fireworks 

Weldin Construction Inc 

_________________________ 

August 16th & 17th, 2008  

Alaska Attachment & Bonding 

Associates:                                
Attachment disorder              

( RAD I, II, III,IV) Workshop  

Register Early Call; 907 -376-0366 or    

907-355-0669       online registration 

@                www.akattachment.org          

ñññññññññññññ-- 
 
Southern New Hampshire Univer-
sity  
New Cohort In Anchorage,  
June 2008 
1-800-730-5542 
pcmhadmissions@snhu.edu  
www.snhu.edu/pcmh  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AK Center for Resource  Families:  
On-Site ACRF Training:  
June 3, Advocacy 
June 25, Sensory Integration  
July 1, aggressive Behavior  
Contact Betsy at :  
376-4678 or  
bwoodin@nwresource.org  
to pre -register.  
  
AK Center for Resource Families is having a 
BBQ & information  
Wonderland Park  
11:30 to 2:00  
June 7,2008 
 _________________________________________ 
Stone Soup Group ñTrainings  
6-10: 6-8 pm. Self -directed IEPs.At LINKS in 
the valley  
6-24: 6-8 pm. Self -Determination & Self -
Advocacy. At Stone Soup Group  
7-1: 4-8 pm. Positive Behavioral Support for 
kids experiencing FASD. At Stone Soup 
Group.  

Lending a helping Hand 

Page 2  

http://www.phonesforgood.com

/pfg/go/31 

Type the  number above  

and shop for a phone and 

phone plan,  from A T& T 

while donating to Alaska 

Attachment & Bonding 

Associates . 

ñññññññññññññ- 

Giveline  

www.giveline.co

m 

Great savings on 

all types of mer-

chandise. And % is 

a donation to 

AABA.  


